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Day One:  Tuesday August 1, 2023
Hotel Location:  Mexico City

Arrive in Mexico City.  We will check you into the hotel and have dinner for introductions, and
to go over any questions you may have about our itinerary!

Day Two:  Wednesday August 2, 2023
Hotel Location:  Tepotzotlan

This morning we will have an early breakfast and depart the hotel by 8:30 AM.  We will head
directly for Santiago Tlautla, where we will have a chance to see an original piece of the El
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, and bridge – both of which are protected by UNESCO for

their historical significance.  After lunch, we will head to Tepotzotlan to check in and enjoy a
walking tour of the city, which includes a very important and beautiful convent.   

Day Three:  Thursday August 3, 2023
Hotel Location:  Guanajuato City

This morning we will have an early breakfast and depart the hotel by 8:00 AM, heading for the
ancient city of Tula, where we will see the famous figures most commonly known as the

Atlantean Statues.  From Tula, we will make our way to Atotonilco, to have lunch at La Gruta,
then spend the afternoon enjoying the hotsprings.  Though today, La Gruta is a modern spa

and pool, these waters were once a destination for local indigenous peoples, who understood
the medicinal powers of the water.  Warriors came to heal their wounds, and others came to

make sacrifices to the gods.  After visiting La Gruta, we will stop to visit the incredible church,
which has become known as Mexico’s Sistine Chapel.  At last, we will check into our hotel in

Guanajuato City on time for supper.
  

Day Four:  Friday August 4, 2023
Hotel Location:  Guanajuato City.

Today we will enjoy a more relaxed day, starting with breakfast and a walking tour of the city.
We will break for free time after lunch, so guests can browse the galleries and people watch.

We will meet tonight at 7:30 by the Juarez Theatre, and engage on an entertaining street
theatre performance about a miner who falls in love with a wealthy mine-owners daughter.
This star-crossed romance is Guanajuato’s own Romeo and Juliet tragedy that will touch

hearts.
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Day Five:  Saturday August 5, 2023
Hotel Location:  Mineral de Pozos

This morning we will leave the enchanting city of Guanajuato for Dolores Hidalgo, where we
will visit the Church of El Grito, and lovely ceramic shops with colourful pieces that are

reminiscent of Talavera.  Our next stop will be for a charcuterie board (meat, cheese and
olives) and glass of wine at Cuna Tierra Winery, before arriving at the Ex Hacienda Santa

Brigida to explore the fantastic ruins of an old mining site.  

Day Six:  Sunday August 6, 2023
Hotel Location:  Real de Catorce

Textile lovers will enjoy our first stop today, along our way to Real de Catorce.  We will be
visiting Santa Maria del Rio, where local women weave exquisite shawls on backstrap looms.
Santa Maria del Rio is one of the most famous textile towns in central Mexico, and even if you

do not collect textiles, you will find yourself fascinated by the rich history of this art form.
From there, we will make the long and arduous journey to the ghost town of Real de Catorce,

which is seated in the Sierra de Catorce.  If you have issues with claustrophobia, please
contact us before booking this tour, as the 2 KM tunnel to reach the town has low ceilings and

is only wide enough for one lane at a time.  Once on the other side of the Ogario tunnel, it
truly feels like the end of the world, as this wonderful Pueblo Magico sits on a throne,

overlooking the vast desert below.  

Day Seven:  Monday August 7, 2023
Hotel Location:  Real de Catorce

This morning we will meet for breakfast at 8 AM, then head out by 9 for our first horseback
excursion.  We will ride up to Puebla Fantasma, which is completely abandoned now, but was
once a small mining town high above Real de Catorce.  The views on the way back down, are

stunning, and the chance to ride through these crumbling ruins is quite enchanting.  Upon
returning to Real de Catorce, we will have lunch and enjoy a walking tour of the town, which

includes a very old bull ring, interesting church and cemetery, cock-fighting theatre, and
dozens of shops selling Wixaritari beadwork, yarn art, topical medicines, clothing and jewelry.

Day Eight:  Tuesday August 8, 2023
Hotel Location:  Real de Catorce

This morning we will head out on our second horseback journey, to visit a special temple at
Cerro Quemado.  We will ride through the ruins of old haciendas, before escaping civilization
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for the powerful Sierra de Catorce.  We will dismount our horses and walk for approximately
15 mins, which is a very short but difficult distance, due to the high altitude of nearly 11,000
feet.  The local medicine man and keeper of the temple offers smudging for a small fee, and

there is also handmade jewelry available.  Cerro Quemado overlooks the sacred peyote
desert, and we will be learning about the connection between the two sites.  We will then

return to Real de Catorce for lunch, then descend to the peyote desert in a Jeep Willy, where
we can look back up to Cerro Quemado – the highest peak of the region.  The Peyote desert
is called Wirikuta, and is where the Sun was born, according to the Wixaritari.  We will return

to Real de Catorce by supper time.

Day Nine:  Wednesday August 9, 2023
Hotel Location:  Zacateceas City

This morning we will meet for breakfast at 8 AM, and say goodbye to Real de Catorce.  Our
journey to Zacatecas takes about 4 hours, and only has one official bathroom stop, so please
be prepared for the long journey!  We will arrive in Guadalupe for lunch, and visit the Convent
of Guadalupe to view an important collection of historical paintings.  From there, we will check

into our hotel and enjoy the centro.

Day Ten:  Thursday August 10, 2023
Hotel Location:  Zacatecas

This morning we will meet for breakfast by 9 AM, then head out to visit Mina el Eden.  If you
are claustrophobic, please discuss this with us, as we will travel into the depths of the mine on
a small rail-car, then walk through two levels of this ancient mine.  From Mina el Eden, we will
take an elevator to a tram car that will deliver us to La Bufa, where Chichimeca Warriors first
introduced the Spanish to the rich silver deposits of the region.  From La Bufa, we will return
to the centro for lunch and spend the afternoon exploring the prolific art collection of Rafael

Coronel.  Guests may spend as much or as little time here, as the ex-convent that houses the
museum is walking distance to the hotel.  This art collection is most famed for his unreal

masks, but also features many other galleries, including a beautiful collection of pre-
columbian artefacts.

Day Eleven:  Friday August 11, 2023
Hotel Location:  Zacatecas

This morning we will have breakfast early and depart Zacatecas by 8:30 AM, arriving at
Chicomoztoc early enough to beat the heat of the summer sun.  This ancient site remains a

mystery to Archaeologists, who have devised many theories about the builders and
inhabitants, as well the purpose of this beautiful old city.  What remains clear, is that it was
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razed at one point in time.  We will learn about the various theories and explore the
structures.  We will return to Zacatecas for an afternoon of free time, so everyone has the
chance to do some last minute shopping and packing.  This evening, we will enjoy our last

supper together!

Day Twelve:  Saturday August 12, 2023
Hotel Location:  N/A

Flights depart Zacatecas early enough for guests to fly into Mexico City, with connecting
flights to anywhere in the world.  Please do not book your flight from Mexico City until our tour
is confirmed, so you can leave yourself enough time to check-in, once in Mexico City.  (This is
especially true if you are departing Mexico on an international flight, as the airport’s domestic
terminal isn’t connected to the international terminal.)  Your domestic flight from Zacatecas to
Mexico City is included in the price.  If you are coming from Patzcuaro/Morelia, and prefer to

drive back to Michoacan with your guides, please contact us. 

Questions?

Please email Jennifer at info@soulofmexicotours.com                     
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