
SOUL OF MEXICO TOURS
SACRED OBSERVATIONS OF 

DIA DE MUERTOS
OCTOBER 28-NOVEMBER 2, 2023

Ancestor Worship was once common among all of humankind, but today is only acknowledged in
rare  communities,  where  traditions  are  deeply  revered  and  whose  members  are  devoutly
observant. Autumn marks a time of year when the veil is thinnest between the living and the
dead, possibly connected to the end of the harvest, and the falling leaves that symbolize fragility
of life, and endings. Dia de Muertos coincides with the Roman Catholic observance of All Saints
Day, much like the Celtic ancestor worship tradition of Samhain, or All Souls Night. In Mexico, Dia
de Muertos celebrations have evolved to include Christian elements, due to the convergence of
ancient P'urepecha beliefs and customs with Roman Catholicism, and yet so many aspects of Dia
de Muertos remain deeply rooted in pre-Columbian practices, from the doors, arches and altars
adorned in marigolds, food offerings for the dead, and processions for delivering highly decorated
altars to the graves of loved ones. 

This Dia de Muertos experience will introduce guests to this momentous occasion through observation
and participation,  along a route that  deviates  from the large  tour  companies,  delivering  you to an
authentic understanding of this celebration. As our wonderful guide not only speaks P'urepecha, but
also  has  P'urepecha  ancestry,  his  dedication  to  ethical  protocols  means  we  benefit  from  special
invitations to private homes and smaller cemeteries far from the maddening crowds. Be prepared for a
life-altering journey to a precious and significant holiday that will leave you wishing you could die
Mexican.

DETAILED ITINERARY

Saturday October 28, 2023



Our 5th Annual Fiesta de las Catrinas Clandestina will be held in a secret location outside of 
Patzcuaro, and the bus will depart at 6 PM to take guests to the party.  We will arrange to have a make-
up artist come to your hotel in the afternoon to paint everyone’s faces.  Once at the party, enjoy a 
welcome cocktail, 5 course tasting menu, live entertainment and a few small surprises.  Last call is at 
10:30, and the buses return to Patzcuaro at 11 PM.

Transportation and Party Ticket is included.  Make-up Artist is separate and will cost around $300 
MXN per person.  Drinks at the party are separate, with cash bars selling wine, mezcal and artisan 
beer.

Sunday October 29, 2023

This morning we will depart Patzcuaro at 9:30 AM for the Pueblo Magico of Santa Clara del Cobre.  
Learn how the maestro’s forge copper in the fire, and visit copper galleries.  We will have lunch at 
Rancho le Mesa, with stunning views of Lake Patzcuaro and the Island of Janitzio.  Following lunch, 
we will visit the studio of Teofila Servin, who creates exquisite embroidered tapestries and also 
showcases work from many women in her family.  We will then move to Tzintzuntzan for a short but 
fascinating visit to the ancient P’urepecha Capital of Tzintzuntzan.  Our last stop is Capula, to visit the 
studio of Maestro Juan Torres, before exploring the annual art market in the centro of the village, that 
is set up each year during their Catrina Festival.  We will return to Patzcuaro around 6-6:30 PM.

Lunch at Rancho le Mesa is included; Entrance Fees for Tzintzuntzan included

Monday October 30, 2023:

Today we will have the opportunity to make our own Muertos altar.  Assembled on a wooden frame, 
guests will tie marigolds onto the frame, and we will keep this for our Altar Party in the evening.  Our 
day includes the villages of Santa Ana Chapitiro, to visit the Temple of Santa Muerte, Hacienda 
Oponguio, where we can taste Mezcal and enjoy incredible views of the lake, and some other small 
villages in the region.  We will return to Patzcuaro for dinner and a lecture about Dia de Muertos.  
Here we will assemble our altar and guests may leave a photo of a deceased loved one they would like 
to honour, on the altar.  Please bring copies, as you may not have time to retrieve your photo’s.  An 
inexpensive frame is a great way to display them, and we ask the photos to be no larger than a 4x6 due 
to space.

Activities Include a traditional lunch, Mezcal Distillery Tour and Tasting Included, Lecture + Dinner 
Included, Drinks + Drink Tips Separate



Tuesday October 31, 2023

Today is a free day for exploring Patzcuaro and enjoying the artisans market on Plaza Grande.  At 8 
PM we will depart Patzcuaro for a nearby village for a special Vigil de los Angelitos.  This vigil is for 
the souls of innocent children and virgins who have died, and we will be invited into the homes of the 
families who are honouring their loved ones.  Please bring around $100 Pesos, as we will have the 
opportunity to purchase gifts for our hosts.  We will return to Patzcuaro around 11-11:30 PM.

Day tour to the Island of Janitzio is optional.  Once we know how many would like to go, we can 
calculate the price based on cost-sharing.

Wednesday November 1, 2023 

Today is a day of rest for our guide, as our Noche de Muertos tour goes from 6PM-4:30 AM.  If you 
would like to visit Tzintzuntzan for the Procession of Altars, please contact Jennifer directly, to make 
arrangements for you.

Our Noche de Muertos tour begins at 6 PM, and includes dinner with a P’urepecha family in a small 
village around the lake.  We do not announce our route, as we prefer to keep our special places low-key
and away from the chaotic crowds.  We will return at around 4:30 AM.

Dinner and boat ride for Noche de Muertos are included.  If you would like to visit Tzintzuntzan during
the day, we will confirm price once we have the group size, based on cost sharing.  Tour to Tzintzuntzan
will include lunch at Las Yacatas, with a set menu that includes options.

Thursday November 2, 2023

We do not have any tours or events booked for today, but we recommend guests stay to rest and process
all you’ve experienced before your departure.  Some guests may choose to leave today, but please keep 
in mind our early morning return at 4:30 AM means you won’t get much sleep, if you need to check-out 
of your hotel by 11 AM.  

PRICE:  $16,000 MXN PER PERSON

All transportation and guided services for the full tour are included, as are all activities, and entrance 
fees.  Drinks and Drink Tips are Separate.  Tips for your Guides are Separate.  Tour to Isla de Janitzio 

and Tzintzuntzan are Separate.  Hotels are separate – but we will assist you!
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